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Horace E. Bray 
 

Horace Edgar Kingsmill Bray, the third child of 

Horace Edgar Bray and Alice Maud Kingsmill, was 

born in Thamesville, Ontario, on March 26, 1896. His 

father was an Anglican rector and a presence in 

community circles in places like Markdale, 

Thamesford, and London. While the family resided in 

London, tragedy struck with the death of Bray's 

mother after a long illness in April 1899. The family then 

moved to Brant, followed by a new home in Hespeler by the 

time Bray was to begin high school. 

Bray began attending the Galt Collegiate Institute in 1911, and eventually became one of the 

more popular students at the school. He was a member of the school's Literary Society, and was 

well-known for his written works. His poetry, especially, was where he excelled, and his peers 

were often delighted to have his works read aloud. His act, 'A Romance in Triangles,' which he 

gave to the society in 1914, was a special favourite among his classmates. He matriculated in 

1914 and was about to enter university when war broke out in Europe. 

Deciding to set his university education aside, Bray joined the 7th Canadian Mounted Rifles 

(CMR) in London. His brother, Harold, also enlisted for active service with the Royal Canadian 

Dragoons. Bray left Canada in May 1915 for England where, upon arrival, the 7th CMR was 

broken up to provide reinforcements for units already at the front, as was the case with a 

number of other Canadian battalions arriving in England. Bray was among those selected for 

assignment in the divisional cavalry for the 2nd Canadian Division. This divisional cavalry, 

along the three others then present in the army, were later amalgamated in May 1916 to form 

the Canadian Light Horse. 

After training in England, Bray left with the 2nd Canadian Divisional Cavalry for France in 

September 1915. Bray remained there, serving in important engagements around Ypres until he 

was seriously wounded at the Battle of the Somme in October 1916. 

During his years in service, Bray continued his passion for writing. His poetry was often found 

published in local newspapers, relaying in verse the realities of warfare, while maintaining, in 

some degree, hope and patriotism in the cause. Of particular note, his one work titled 'To the 

School' was written specifically to the staff and students of GCI. In a gesture of respect, 

appreciation and encouragement, the students responded with their own poem, 'To the School 

at War.' By the end of the Great War, Bray would be counted among a vast number of Canadian 

war poets. 
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After convalescing for several months in England, Bray transferred to the Royal Flying Corps in 

September 1917. The following December he won his commission as a second lieutenant in 67 

Training Squadron and eventually completed his training as a scout pilot. On the eve of his 

departure for France, Bray was accidentally killed in an air collision on July 9, 1918, at the age of 

twenty-two. He was buried at the St. Michael churchyard in Shotwick, England. 
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