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Robert M. M. Gray 
 

Robert Murray McCheyne Gray, known by friends 

and family as "Bert," was born in Galt, Ontario, on 

April 25, 1891. Gray was a student at the Galt Central 

School before attending the Galt Collegiate Institute 

from 1905 to 1908. He was an excellent student, and 

even skipped over a grade level to join an older class 

while at GCI. A fellow student wrote that he was "a 

favourite in social circles and always made the most of his 

opportunities." Although he was initially undecided about 

his future career at the time of his graduation, he opted to serve an 

apprenticeship under A. M. Edwards at the White Drug Store in Galt. He later enrolled at the 

College of Pharmacy of the University of Toronto. After completing his studies in 1914, Gray 

returned to the White Drug Store to work as a druggist and became involved in the local militia, 

where he was made a lieutenant. 

In September 1915, Gray enlisted with the 71st Battalion and was appointed lieutenant of "C" 

company. The battalion was broken up upon arrival in England. In July 1916, he arrived in 

France with a draft of officers and joined the 46th Battalion in August at the Somme front. He 

was wounded on November 14, 1916, which necessitated a stay in a hospital in England for 

some time. He received a slight gunshot wound in his right hand at Vimy Ridge on April 10, 

1917, which, although slight, needed attention in England, where he remained for several 

months. Gray returned to France in time to participate in the battles of Amiens and in the 

advance at Arras. 

Gray was severely wounded on September 28, 1918, during the Battle of Canal du Nord, when 

shrapnel lodged in his thigh and head and rendered him unconscious. He succumbed to his 

injuries two days later while at 4th Casualty Clearing Station. 

Gray was posthumously awarded a Military Cross for the courage and skill he displayed the 

day before he was fatally wounded. During a period of intense fire he successfully handled his 

company to outflank and silence a machine gun that prevented their advance. Seven machine 

gun nests were encountered shortly after, but these were skillfully disposed of with the capture 

of six enemy machine guns. The following day he disposed of three machine guns nests and, 

though hit in the arm by a sniper's bullet, continued to lead his company toward their objective 

until he was fatally wounded. 
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