
"ONE HUNDRED YEARS" 

An Outline Of 

The History of The 

Galt Collegiate Institute 

and Vocational School 

() 

by 

T. H. WHOLTON, M.A., LL.D. 





"ONE HUNDRED YEARS" 

AN OUTLINE OF THE HISTORY OF THE GALT 
COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE AND VOCATIONAL SCHOOL 
PREPARED FOR PRESENATION AT THE CENTENARY 

DINNER ON FEB. 9, 1952 

By T. I-I. Wholton, M.A., LL.D. 

On the twenty-first of January, 1852, there appeared the fol
lowing advertisement in the Dumfries Reformer : 

"Galt Grammar School, Michael C. Howe, A.B., Scholar of 
T .C.D., Master. The trustees of this instituion having secured the 
services of Mr. Howe, whose Attainments are of the Highest Order, 
beg leave to acquaint the Parents and Guardians of Children who 
may wish to avail themselves of its advantages, that it will be opened 
(D.V.) for the Reception of Pupils, on Monday, the 2nd of February 
next. The School will be held for the present in the Town Hall, and 
Classes will be formed to prepare for the Exhibitions in Upper Can
ada College, and for Scholarships in Trinity College and the Uni
versity. Terms : For classics and English, $4 per quarter. For 
English alone, $3 per quarter. 

ln 1853 :Mr. William Tassie, who was operating a school in Ham
ilton, was brought to be head of the Galt Grammar School. Regarding 
William Tassie's scholarship the writing of the Honourable Beattie 
Crozier leaves us the inference that Tassie knew not much more than 
just what he was required to teach. However, I think that Crozier 
being a writer was taking some advantage of poetic or other licence. 
Mr. James Kerr, whose account of Tassie seems to be thoroughly con
sidered, says : "No attempt was made to show the thought of the auth
or to to point out felicities of his diction or the beauties of his style. 
Minute attention was given to points in grammar or quantities in scan
sion and to mythological allusions." 

At the reunion of 1902 the Honourable James Young said, 
"Some think that our old friend Dr. Crozier, whom we all admire, has 
been a little too caustic on the worthy doctor in his famous book 'My 
Inner Life', and I doubt if some of those present would have been 
so successful in business, law and other walks of life if the doctor had 
not tickled them up occasionally with his inspiring birch." 

Regarding Tassie, Dr. Carscadden summed up as follows: "He 
was a good sample of the Old Dominie who believed that the rod was 
the best remedy for indolence, indifference, listlessness, and laziness." 

In studies Latin predominated. The games played by the boys 
were football , baseball , and cricket. Tassie never participated. Kerr 
says that he was as inaccessible as a mountain peak. He was known 



-

to watch cricket matches sometimes, believing that this gam~ was the 
most useful in the making of gentlemen because unseemly differences 
of opinion between the sp~ctators ~nd players on the one hand, and 
the umpire on the other, did not arise. 

There are two bits of evidence which seem to prove that Tassie built 
a great school. (a) Upper Canada C:::ollege had been established in 
1829 with a brilliant staff and well backed by grants. And for some 
years Upper Canada College stood in place of a Provincial Universi
ty. The grammar schools of Ontario were instructed to model their 
courses upon that of Upper Canada College; first, because it was a 
good course, and second, because many boys who began their studies 
at other grammar schools were compelled to finish at Upper Canada 
College. So well did Tassie meet the challenge implicit in these in
structions, that his school came to be grouped with Upper Canada Col
lege in the minds of men everywhere. As late as 1926 Professor Maur
ice Hutton writing in the June issue of The Canadian Magazine re
ferred to "The two or three picked schools of the seventies of the last 
century, Upper Canada College and the Galt High School chiefly." 
(b) During the forties the Provincial authorities had appointed com
mittees to inquire into the state of education in the province. They 
reported that it was not good, and one of the points they made was 
that fathers could send their sons to be educated in the States, and 
have them obtain a better education at very little extra cost, even 
when the expense of travelling back and forth was included. In ~o 
far his own school was concerned Tassie reversed that trend. Boys 
came to him from many parts of the States as well as from all over 
Canada. In 18 71 Queen's recognized his achievement by conferring 
upon him the degree of Doctor of Laws. 

In 1872 his school headed the list of six schools on which were 
conferred the name and privileges of Collegiate Institutes. (Local 
Colleges). 

The six schools were : 

School Masters 

Galt ......... ...... ..... ..... .. .. ... ..... ... 12 
Hamilton .... .. .... .... ............... ... 4 
Peterborough . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Cobourg ... ..... ........ ..... .. ...... ..... 4 
Kingston .... .. ........... .. .... ........ . 4 
St. Catharines .. . . .. .. .. . .. .. . . .. ... .. 4 

Average Attend:,.nce 
of boys in classics. 

120 
74 
73 
65 
63 
62 

!h~s means that the school was increasingly required to meet 
Provmc1_al standards and conform to pedagogical methods which 
were umform throughout the Province. This, Dr. Tassie was either 
unable or unwilling to do, and the school went down somewhat and 



suffered a loss in attendance. ln 1881 he and his whole staff resigned. 

The Board chose as his successor 1'.fr. John E. Bryant, M.A. 
(Maths) Tor. who was then head master of Pickering College, and 
who had had successful experience as principal at Whitby and Clin
ton. Dr. James McQueen, who is here to-night, and who attended 
this School seventy years ago, describes him as efficient and popu
lar. Girls were admitted to the school and offered the same courses 
as the boys. A literary and musical society was formed, sport was 
encouraged, a teacher of painting and drawing was engaged and al
so a teacher of commercial work, and the school immediately regain
ed its former prestige. Mr. Bryant suffered an almost complete loss 
of hearing and resigned in 1884. 

His successor was Thomas Carscadden who had come to the 
school with him in '81 as English master. He was to continue as 
principal for thirty years, a long period of steady growth and achieve
ment. The original building had been a long, narrow stone rectangle, 
but by 1876 wings had been built to the west and east making a cross
shaped building two stories high but not fully occupied. As the en
rolment increased the whole of this building was used and the coal 
stoves dispensed with in favor of a hot water heating system. In 1885 
Dr. Carscadden had the pleasure of having the Prince of Wales 
scholarship come to the school. It was won by Harry Cody, a boy who 
entered in '81 at twelve years of age. In 1894 Mr. R. S. Hamilton 
joined the staff as Science master, a position which he was to hold 
for the next forty years, during which time he became one of the 
best known and most popular men of this whole area. 

In 1899 Cadet Corps. No. 21 was organized and trained by Col. 
A. J. Oliver, and in 1901 Miss J. W. Carter, the first woman member 
of the staff, was appointed. The school had about trebled in enrol
ment since Bryant's day and a new building was required, so the 
comers of the cross were filled in, a third storey added, and in 1906 
a building which was a stone cube, if we ignore the shape of the 
roof, was opened. 

In 1911 the first permanent secretary was appointed and Dr. 
Carscadden says that a better choice could not have been made. 
Though she is not able to be present, there is no one here tonight 
more interested in the success of this gathering or in the ups and 
downs of our school, because Miss Jaffray has a loyalty for this 
school which amounts to jealousy for its good name. 

In 1914 Thomas Carscadden left the principalship and resumed 
his position as English master, which position he was to fill until 
1924, when he finally retired, having taught school for fifty-four 
years, forty-three of them in Galt. When I knew him he seemed 
rather frail, but he could not have been, for he lived for another ten 



years and died in May 1934 at the ~ge of 86. H_e had become one of 
the leading secondary school men m the Provmce and the degree 
of Doctor of Laws was conferred upon him by the University of 
Toronto in 1925. His manner was courtly, for example, there were 
many of us who had come to the school in '23 fresh from the College 
of Education when the staff had been expanded, and we were all 
entertained graciously by Mrs. Carscadden and Dr. Carscadden. 
He would always prefix his invitation saying, _"Mrs. Carscadden 
sends her compliments, and ·would you come to dmner, etc. 

The local newspaper at the time of his death published several 
columns about his long and interesting life, and I think that the 
account was most happy in one brief sentence which said "His was 
a quiet power." , . . . 

During the last years of Dr. Carscadden s prmc1palsh1p t~e 
vocational education idea was very much in the air, and when l'us 
successor Mr. A. P . Gundry was appointed it was with the idea that 
he would devote much of ·his time to developing that idea. But as 
Mr. Gundry stood upon the station platform in Strathroy waiting for 
the train which was to bring him to make his home in Galt he heard 
the news that we were at war, and so the vocational education devel
opment was necessarily left in abeyance. Mr. Gundry threw himself 
into the direction of all those things that a school can do in time of 
war. Three hundred and forty-eight of our pupils and ex-pupils 
answered the call. There were awarded to them one V.C., two French 
Legion of Honour, sixteen Military Crosses, (four of them with bars), 
two D.S.0.'s, one French Croix de Guerre, one Belgian Croix de 
Guerre, one D.C.M., one O.B.E., one D.F.C., four Military Medals 
and numerous Mentions in Dispatches. I am quoting from Miss J af
fray's meticulously kept records. When it was over, 4 7 men and one 
woman had made the supreme sacrifice. 

In 1919 there was an agitation to change the Education Act to 
effect a more equitable distribution of the cost of secondary education, 
between the municipalities. The Galt Board took a leading part in 
this effort and when they were successful they proceeded with the de
velopment of vocational education. It was then necessary for Mr. Gun
dry to apply himself to the task of conducting a school and building 
a school at the same time. Plans were accepted which called for ad
ditions to both north and south ends of the stone cube in Scottish bar
onial ~rchitecture, as it was thought that that type would harmonize 
best ":'1th the rugged but nondescript existing style. The result, you 
may Judge for yourselves. Our present building may not be one
liund_red per cent harmonious a~chitectur3:lly, but many people think 
that 1t has :1taracter. The last bill for eqmpment was paid in August, 
1925, and m September Mr. Gundry died. He had known for some 
considerable time that the number of his days was short but he 
never let up and never forgot or allowed anyone else forget that there 



was a job to be done. And there is quite a large number of eminent
ly succes~ful members of the teaching profession in Ontario today 
who received their first training from Mr. Gundry. There are half 
a dozen of them here to-night. In the summer of 1925 died also Mr. 
MacGeorge, the old caretaker who made his home on the grounds for 
-over forty years and who was known affectionately to everyone as 
"Old Mac." 

At the end of 1925 many changes seemed to occur simultaneous-
1y. The old appointed board ceased to exist and an elected board of 

new members, with the exception of one man assumed control. There 
~as a new building, because the additions w;re greater than the orig
mal. There was a new job to be done in the development of a tech
nical department. There was an evening school as large as the day 
-school. And there was a new and inexperienced principal. 

\Vithin the school there were three new institutions which turned 
-out to be very helpful. (a) The School Captaincy. Through the gen
erosity of the late Dr. Thomas Porter a former pupil, a school cap
taincy was set up, and the following year the Staff Players Club 
founded a Girl Captaincy along similar lines. (b) The Staff Play
ers Club. This organization served three purposes. First, it gave the 
recently increased staff an opportunity to play together as well as 
work together and thus become a better team. Second, it showed the 
pupils that teachers were human enough to enjoy strutting their hour 
in borrowed plumage, or that if they did not enjoy it they were willing 
to do so for the good of the show. And third, it did a public relations 
job for us. For (;!Xample : 'When the first curtain rose on the first play 
the present principal of the Ryerson Institute of Technology was dis
-covered embracing one of the woman members of the staff down stage 
-centre. Tassie Hall was packed, many having come, no doubt, to 
see a group of teachers make fools of themselves; and the roar that 
went up was such that I was very thankful that Tassie Hall was built 
·of stone and on the ground floor. The embrace was perfect. I had 
~rranged it myself with great difficulty because neither of the play
ers seemed to have had any experience along those lines. ( c) The 
annual Service of Remembrance, brief, simple, as formally correct as 
we can make it with a maximum of pupil participation, and a ritual 
unchanging fro~ year to year. It seems to stand out in the memories 
,of former pupils. 1\'.foreover it is good training. Last Wednesday we 
were able to hold, without forewarning, a service at which the deport
ment of our pupils was exemplary. No group of adults ever, any
where or at any time could have shown by their attitude a ~ore deep
ly felt and dignified grasp of the meaning of the news which we had 
Teceived in the morning. 

In 1927 the Prince of Wales Scholarship was brought to the 
School again by Miss Christine Elmslie. 



Before we had had time to graduate more than two small classes
from our new technical department the jobs for which we were pre
paring the boys were no longer to be had, for then bega~ thos_e long. 
years when speakers going up and down the land and writers m ma
gazines told us that teachers were doing a great job because there
were many pupils in the schools in those days who if they were not 
in school might be riding the rods or in jail. So we assumed the role
of policemen. We have very recently been called baby-sitters, but we
know that no matter what they call us we are the same old peda
gogues to whom the Roman patricians gave the responsibility 01 
keeping the rising generation out of their parents' hair. But we
think the job is well worth doing and we like it. Out of adversity 
come some good things. For example, depression conditions hastened 
our decision to employ a full time librarian, and this was done in, 
1931. In the same year two more rooms were added to provide science
laboratories for the vocational school. 

In 1934 the legislature decreed that municipalities of more than. 
1200 population should pay the full cost of secondary education. 
themseves instead of having the cost spread over the entire county. 
The town of Preston decided that this being the case they would pre
f er to pay for their education in Preston. Consequently they with
drew from this School 17 5 pupils. This left the Galt board with no
alternative but to cut their losses, and as a result our staff was de
creased slightly over one-seventh, that is, by five teachers and our
machine shop closed. This shop, however, was almost immediately 
turned over to the Provincial Youth Training Organization and ·so
did not stand idle. The teachers noticed the Preston withdrawal most 
because it took out of our schools some very good pupils judged from. 
the academic viewpoint. The pupils and general public noticed it be
cause we lost a number of very good football players. Preston hadl 
always contributed to the personnel of the football team out of all 
proportion to their enrolment. 

In 1936 our wood-working teacher for the past twenty years •. 
Mr. Frank Phelan, died. Mr. Phelan had endeared himself to the 
whole community by his philosophical acceptance of all things, and 
by his ability to ease any situation, however tense, with a sparkle 01 
humor. 

The sport which had been encouraged first by Mr. Bryant de
veloped toward the end of Mr. Carscadden's day into teams which 
compete successfully for the Hough Cup. The donor of this trophy 
is alleged to have stipulated that when competition for it ceased, it
should come to rest in this School. And I think that there are some
senior citizens who have not quite forgiven me for not finding this
Cup and bringing it back here. I have never seen it and have no idea 
where it is. But since hearing about it, my admiration for those two
or three knights who did succeed in finding the Holy Grail, has in
creased greatly. 



In the early days of this century soccer seems to have been drop
ped in favour of rugby, and the Inter-Scholastic Rugby League was 
formed by Guelph, Brantford, and Galt. Somewhere about 1920 
Kitchener was permitted to join, and although each of these three 
schools is now twice as big as we are, I am sure they will admit with
out straining their generosity that they still find our teams worthy 
-of their skill and their prowess. 

In 1939 again war. The School bent its energies to all of those 
.activities which are included under the term war effort. The machine 
shop was turned over to the Navy for the training of naval artificers, 
.and the school raised money at the rate of some years $1000, some 
_years $1200, and some years $1400. When that war was over there 
were seventy-eight more names of the fallen to add to our memorial 
plaque. 

We are now old but I don't think that we are old-fashioned. In 
most innovations we have been at or near the head of the parade. 
When our library was opened there were two that I know of, Oshawa 
.and London Central. In Guidance we must have been near the be
ginning, because the teacher who developed our department holds 
the first guidance specialist's certificate in the Province, and in the 
-development of a Practice Office we and Stamford were, I believe, 
well to the fore. Last Easter I was informed that we were first to 
have our Industrial Relations Committee formed and functioning. 

Throughout the years this School has been fortunate in having 
as trustees men and one woman who could not be stampeded by eith
,er the grumbling of ill-informed majorities or by vociferous minori
ties. There has always been a majority on the Board which has been 
willing to give their time patiently, to get the facts in all times of 
stress, and when the facts are brought out either the tensions disap
pear or the remedies become obvious. 

I have heard dozens of definitions of education and I have seen 
-the aims of education put in a hundred ways, some of them weird 
and wonderful. But before I ever heard of education, I had before me 
the old Biblical precept "Fear God. Honour the king." That is, 
-character which commands respect and character which renders re
·spect to all to whom respect is due. I submit that for a hundred years 
-this school has done its best to contribute to the broadening stream 
of Canadian nationhood, young men and women who fear God and 
:honour the king. And so we go on. 
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