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Hugh C. Campbell 
 

Hugh Charles Campbell, the youngest son of Thomas 

F. Campbell and Helen Clendenning, was born in 

Galt, Ontario, on January 25, 1917. He attended 

Dickson Public School as a child and then the Galt 

Collegiate Institute in his youth. While attending 

GCI, Campbell was active with the school cadet corps, 

finishing as a lieutenant. He was also a member of the 

junior rugby team that won the W.O.S.S.A. championship 

in 1932. 

Following high school, Campbell went to study dairying at Ontario 

Agricultural College in Guelph, Ontario. While a student, he worked at the Galt Creamery and 

Royal Dairy in Guelph for some time. He then decided to join the air force. Even before the war 

Campbell had an interest in flying, and while attending college he earned his private pilot's 

license through the Kitchener-Waterloo Flying Club. He enlisted with the Royal Canadian Air 

Force in the summer of 1940 in Hamilton, and received his wings the following December. 

At first, Campbell was recommended for overseas duty as a fighter pilot, but was instead sent 

to Rivers, Manitoba, for navigation instruction. From there, he was posted to No. 4 Service 

Flying Training School in Saskatoon as a flying and navigation instructor. Although he applied 

numerous times for overseas service, he was repeatedly declined by the RCAF because of his 

skills as a instructor as part of the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan. He was eventually 

made a Warrant Officer No. 2 in 1942 and was encouraged to apply for a commission by his 

squadron commander. 

On March 7, 1942, while engaged in ferrying four students from a training field to the main 

aerodrome in Saskatoon, Campbell encountered turbulence with his aircraft and portions of the 

fabric were lost. The aircraft, a Cessna-Crane twin engine trainer, quickly fell to the ground near 

Vanscoy, Saskatchewan, and ran along for about one hundred yards, incurring further damage 

when it tore through a fence and crossed a ditch. Three of the occupants, including Campbell, 

were found dead, while the other two were severely injured. 
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Photograph of Hugh C. Campbell at the time of his graduation from GCI in 1934 (GCI Archives). 


