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J. James Campbell 
 

John James Campbell was born on his father's farm in 

Galt, Ontario, on January 16, 1890. He was the only 

son of John and Sarah Maria Campbell. He attended 

school at North Dumfries Public School and then at 

the Galt Collegiate Institute from 1902 to his 

graduation in 1906. Following graduation, Campbell 

taught for a year and a half at the Little's Corners 

schoolhouse. He then went on to study civil engineering at 

the University of Toronto, where he graduated with a 

Bachelor of Science degree in 1914. Shortly thereafter he became 

employed by the firm of Chipman & Power. He was very successful in his chosen profession, 

and was placed in charge of a number of important projects in various locations, including the 

installation of a sewage system in Burlington. He gave up his profession in early 1915 to take a 

ten-week course at King's Royal School of Artillery in Kingston to train as a gunner, and then 

enlisted with the 67th University of Toronto Battery upon its formation in April 1916. 

In June 1916, Campbell was promoted to Lieutenant and sent to England in charge of fifty men 

from the battery. In England he took the Imperial Army Course and then made his way to 

France in September. While in France, he joined the 11th Battery and had served in various 

engagements, including at Regina Trench, Vimy Ridge, and Hill 70. 

Campbell had been wounded at Passchendaele on October 20, 1917, and was offered leave to 

England. He refused the offer and remained on duty because of the scarcity of officers at the 

time. Six days later, on October 26th, he was instantly killed by a shell. 

Following his death, Campbell's parents were informed that he had been awarded the Military 

Cross for "conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty." During a particularly hard experience, 

when he and his men had suffered heavy casualties, he had steadied his men and made an 

effort to avert further casualties. While he was returning from the outposts one night with two 

signalers, a shell had killed one and badly wounded the other. Campbell carried the wounded 

man on his back for nearly a mile through a shell-swept area in the dark. 

 

Sources: 

Galt Collegiate Institute Honour Roll, Galt Collegiate Institute and Vocational School Archives (GCI 

Archives), Cambridge; George Porritt, Class History 1906 (Galt: C. E. Knowles, 1906), p. 10; G. Oswald 

Smith, "John James Campbell," University of Toronto roll of service, 1914-1918 (Toronto: University of 

Toronto Press, 1921), pp. 22; World War I Newspaper Clippings, GCI Archives. 



GALT COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE & VOCATIONAL SCHOOL | VETERANS BIOGRAPHIES 
 

Photograph of J. James Campbell, c. 1916. Image courtesy of Yvonne Schweyen Warner. 


