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Albert “Ab” Morton was born in Gait on
October 15, 1914. While attending GCI & VS, he
focused on Tech-Drafting, Woodworking and
Machine Shop. As this was the beginning of the
Great Depression, “Ab” left school to find a job to
help support the family income.

Albert had always been interested in running
but finding time to train while supporting his family
was difficult. His running career began in 1934 but
was interrupted with the outbreak of WWII. “Ab”
enlisted in the R.C.A.F. and was discharged late in
1945 after the war ended. Unfortunately when Albert
was at his physical peak, the Olympics were cancelled
due to the war. Still Ab continued to run as an amateur,
working during the day as a staff member at the
Ontario Training School for Boys and competing at
night and on the weekends.

Although the war slowed the development of
his running career, Mr. Morton made an immediate
impact on the marathon event after the war and
became one of Canada’s top marathoners of all time.
Four times he ran in the famed Boston Marathon,
twice finishing fifth. He was also a three-time winner
of the Niagara Falls to Buffalo modified marathon.

The year 1947 was magical for Mr. Morton.
After a strong 5th place finish against the world’s
best marathoners in Boston, he won the Guelph
Marathon and then the Canadian Marathon
Championship where he defeated the famed Quebec
marathoner, Gerard Cote, who had been a 4 time
winner of the Boston Marathon. These races were
considered Canadian Olympic qualifying events. His

phenomenal season earned him first runner-up
recognition in the balloting for the Crowe Memorial
Trophy which was preseiited to Canada’s
Outstanding Athlete.

With the war over, the Olympics were resumed
in London in 1948. Based on his superb season in
1947, Mr. Morton was considered a favourite to
represent Canada at the Olympics in the Marathon.
During the Olympic trials in Hamilton in June 1948
he finished 4th while the top three were selected to
run for Canada. His two victories the year before
were not considered. Mr. Morton had one last chance
to make the Olympic team a mere two weeks later at
the 10,000 meter Olympic trials in Montreal, just
one day before the Olympic team was to depart. He
finished second in the race to learn that only the
winner qualified for the Olympic team. Albert
Morton’s Olympic dream had come to a
disappointing end.

Mr. Morton retired from competitive running
in 1950 at the age of 36 and although he was not
allowed to compete for Canada at the Olympic
Games, his legacy of being one of the greatest
Canadian marathoners of all time is something of
which we can all be proud. In 1997, he was inducted
into both the City of Cambridge Hall of Fame and
the Cambridge Sports Hall of Fame.
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